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Yellow
Starthistle

Centaurea solstitialis What is it?

Yellow starthistle is a plant that grows to be 1-3 feet tall, with yellow, thistle-like flowers. It
grows in rangeland, edges of cropland, abandoned farmlands and pastures, roadsides,
railways, and recreational areas. Yellow starthistle can poison and kill horses.

Is it here yet?

Yes. Yellow starthistle is widespread in eastern Washington and found in a few locations in
western Washington.

Why should I care?

Yellow starthistle provides poor and potentially damaging forage to cattle, and may poison
or kill horses that ingest large quantities over short periods of time. Removal of seeds
contaminating crops and feed is expensive. Recreation lands are becoming increasingly
infested.
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8 8 Do not purchase, plant, or trade this species. Contact your county noxious weed
(@ coordinator at www.nwcb.wa.gov/links.htm. Report online at
www.InvasiveSpecies.wa.gov/report.shtml.
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P 7 How can we stop it?

Promote native or desired species to help prevent or limit initial infestations. Clean your
vehicles and equipment before moving them from an infested or potentially infested area.
Yellow starthistle is listed as a Class B noxious weed in Washington, meaning it is
designated for control in certain state regions (See

June 2016 http://www.nwcb.wa.gov/searchResults.asp?class=B). Contact your county noxious weed
coordinator for assistance at http://www.nwcb.wa.gov/nweb_county.htm.
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What are its characteristics?

Where do I get more information?

Grows to be 18-36 inches tall, with a deep taproot.
Has alternate leaves with bases extending downward, producing a winged effect.
Stems are dull green and covered with woolly hairs.

Yellow flowers are thistle like, with short yellowish spines in star-like arrangement at
the base of the flower head.

Burke Museum of Natural History and Culture:
.burke.washington.edu/herbarium/imagecollection.php?Genus=Centa

urea&Species=solstitialis
Center for Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health
www.invasive.org/species/subject.cfm?sub=4390

King County: www.kingcounty.gov/environment/animalsAndPlants/noxious-
weeds/weed-identification/yellow-starthistle.aspx

Stevens County: www.co.stevens.wa.us/weedboard/htm_weed/ys.htm

University of California, Berkeley:
http://calphotos.berkeley.edu/cgi/img_query?query_src=photos_index&where-
taxon=Centaurea+solstitialis

U.S. Department of Agriculture: http://plants.usda.gov/java/profile?symbol=CESO3

Washington State Noxious Weed Control Board:
http://www.nwcb.wa.gov/detail.asp?weed=32
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